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Saving money by reducing your home’s energy consumption doesn’t need to involve ripping up
your lawn to install a tank. There are small but effective ways to ‘‘go green’’, Saeed Saeed finds.

Kristian Hetyey, who runs a local eco-consultancy, talks to Montmorency residents Joanna Leahy and Daniel Heley, who had their home’s energy use analysed.
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How to get set sustainably
DIAMOND Valley households can
receive free sustainability assessments as part of the Federal Government’s Green Loans Program.
The assessment advises residents
on ways to conserve energy and
water around the home and reduce
their greenhouse gas emissions.
A $10,000 interest-free Green Loan
can also be accessed as part of the
scheme to make large-scale
recommended improvements.
Eltham’s Go Green Design, a
building and landscape designer focused on environmental
sustainability, is one of the accredited assessors working in the
Diamond Valley.
Director Kristian Hetyey said up

to 30,000 households had accessed
the scheme since it started in July.
He said he had assessed more
than 40 local properties as part of
the program, but every home could
benefit from the free analysis because of the amount of energy
wasted by the average home.
Each year the average Australian
household contributed 13 tonnes of
greenhouse gas to the atmosphere,
he said, enough to fill more than
700 balloons a day.
And every household also draws
an average of 73,000 buckets of
water a year, enough for about 12
baths a day.
Mr Hetyey said residents often expressed surprise at the cost-

effectiveness of home sustainability practices. ‘‘A lot of it can be
simple things like using energysaving light bulbs or replacing
showerheads,’’ he said.
Mr Hetyey said his assessments
often lasted two hours and found
him inspecting the home’s building
structure before moving indoors to
inspect each room.
At the conclusion of the assessment each household is sent a report detailing suggestions and
their estimated costs.
Mr Hetyey said the major home
appliances were often the biggest
energy-wasting culprits.
‘‘Things like old refrigerators,
dishwashers and the hot water

supply,’’ he said. ‘‘These are the
things that are the most energyintensive and I can suggest ways to
use them better without sacrificing
comfort.’’
Montmorency resident Jo Heley
said her home assessment helped
reduce her rocketing gas bills.
‘‘Kristian had a look at our gas
bills and he said that it was too
high for a house of our size,’’ she
said.
‘‘He recommended that we should
place some of our blinds outside of
the house for better insulation.’’
䊳 For more information, contact Go
Green on 1300 641 703 or see the
Green Loans Program website at
environment.gov.au/greenloans

MONEY-SAVERS
䢇 SWITCH: to energy-saving

light globes; they use
about 25 per cent the
energy of normal bulbs.

䢇 SET: fridge temperature to

between 3C and 5C.

䢇 OFF: switch off appliances

at the wall when not in use.

䢇 REPLACE: replace leaking

taps and toilets.

